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Ian Bostridge with Les Violons du Roy

Ian Bostridge has been
touring with a program
devoted to music
written for three 18th-
century tenors:
Francesco Borosini,
who originated the
roles of the defeated
Sultan Bajazet in
Handel's Tamerlano
(1724) and the usurper
Grimoaldo in
Rodelinda (1725);
Annibale Fabri, who
originated the roles of
Dario in Vivaldi's
L'incoronazione di

Dario (1717) and Berengario in Handel's Lotario (1729); and
John Beard, who performed in many of Handel's English-
language oratorios.

Bostridge is a tasteful, elegant singer with a beautiful English
tenor voice. That voice is soft-grained and sometimes inaudilble
in the lower part of his range. Instead of cutting through the
sound of the accompanying chamber orchestra Les Violins du
Roy, his voice was often instead just part of the aural texture.
His sound is not in the least Italianate, or—fatally for his
performances of opera seria—passionate.

The mismatch between Bostridge's style and his chosen
repertory was immediately apparent in the Bajazet arias he
sang from Handel's Tamerlano and its model, Francesco
Gasparini's Il Bajazet (1711/1719). The Sultan Bajazet is in
emotional extremity: he has been defeated by his enemy
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Tamerlane, is imprisoned, and is only prevented from an
honorable warrior's suicide because of his anguish over the fate
of his daughter Asteria. None of that was apparent from
Bostridge's smooth, restrained delivery of the text. That flatness
of affect was especially notable in the aria from Handel's Giulio
Cesare (in the 1725 revival the part of Sesto, originally written
for soprano Margherita Durastanti, was rewritten for Borosini).
From Bostridge's performance, you would never have guessed
that Sesto's father has been brutally murdered and that in this
aria Sesto vows to take bloody revenge.

Bostridge, a rather tall man, has a habit of tucking his chin into
his chest when singing. We were sitting in the mezzanine—
usually an ideal spot to hear vocal concerts—but it felt like we
were overhearing a performance being given to the first row.

In the second half of the concert Bostridge performed an aria
from Vivaldi's Arsilda (1716). Hearing his melancholic, pensive
delivery, I thought that he had finally recognized that his style
works best in arias requiring affetuoso, or tenderness. Then I
read the translation of the aria text and discovered that the
character Tamese is singing, "Hostile and cruel fate will see me
on my country's throne triumphing over his humiliation." The
disconnect between the aria's textual meaning and Bostridge's
performance, in this as in the previous arias, was jarring.

I had thought that in general I preferred it when singers allowed
the music to convey an aria's emotion, rather than attempting
to telegraph it vocally. But Bostridge's bland performance of
these fiery opera seria arias showed me the limitations of that
approach.

I was thinking that Bostridge's fine, light voice is the sort that is
best suited to English-language oratorio—something he probably
hates to hear—when he proved me right by singing two arias
from Handel's Hercules (1744) and the highlight of the concert,
an encore of the sensuous "Softly rise, O southern breeze" from
William Boyce's serenata Solomon (1743):
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Solomon, A Serenata: No. 23, Air, "Softly arise, O Southern Solomon, A Serenata: No. 23, Air, "Softly arise, O Southern ……

In concert the obbligato bassoon was played exquisitely by Les
Violons du Roy's Nadina Mackie Jackson. In fact, the playing of
this modern-instrument band employing period-instrument style
under the direction of Bernard Labadie was simply brilliant
throughout. It was a particular pleasure to hear Boyce's
delightful Symphony No. 1 in B-flat major, and afterwards the
lovely encore from Solomon, a piece I had never heard before. I
found myself wishing that Bostridge and Les Violons would
return, but without the opera seria. Instead, how about an all-
oratorio program?

Posted by Pessimisissimo at 8:54 AM  

Labels: music , opera , opera - Handel

No comments :

Post a Comment

Enter Comment

Home

Subscribe to: Post Comments ( Atom )

compelled to say
"yes." ...

Favorite
Bollywo
od films
of the
2000s

In response to
theBollywoodFan 's
list of his favorite
films of the 2000s, I
offer my own
selections for the
past decade. Five
favorit...

A season
of
Handel
operas,
part 4:

Ariodante
Lurcanio prevents
his brother
Ariodante from
throwing himself on
his sword when he
sees Polinesso
entering Ginevra's
apartments. Illust..
.

The
problem
is me,
continue
d: The

Psychedelic Furs at
the Marble Bar
Psychedelic Furs ,
Marble Bar,
Baltimore, Sunday 5
July 1981 A George
Herriman-inspired
flyer for the Marble
Bar announcing the
upcoming ...

George Sand and
Alfred de Musset:
The Confession

6/9/25, 8:55 PM Exotic and irrational entertainment: Ian Bostridge with Les Violons du Roy

https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/ian-bostridge-with-les-violons-du-roy.html 3/12

https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/lark-rise-to-candleford.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/borrowers-road-movie-and-action-replayy.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=id-DkpeEets
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y3XWyj_IQiY
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/ian-bostridge-with-les-violons-du-roy.html
https://www.blogger.com/email-post/9186118329509553435/494457898477949379
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/music
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/opera
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/opera%20-%20Handel
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/feeds/494457898477949379/comments/default
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2009/11/favorite-bollywood-films-of-2000s.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2009/11/favorite-bollywood-films-of-2000s.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2025/06/ariodante.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2025/06/ariodante.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2024/06/the-problem-is-me-continued-psychedelic-furs.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2024/06/the-problem-is-me-continued-psychedelic-furs.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2009/11/favorite-bollywood-films-of-2000s.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2009/11/favorite-bollywood-films-of-2000s.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2009/11/favorite-bollywood-films-of-2000s.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2009/11/favorite-bollywood-films-of-2000s.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2009/11/favorite-bollywood-films-of-2000s.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2025/06/ariodante.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2025/06/ariodante.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2025/06/ariodante.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2025/06/ariodante.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2025/06/ariodante.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2025/06/ariodante.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2024/06/the-problem-is-me-continued-psychedelic-furs.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2024/06/the-problem-is-me-continued-psychedelic-furs.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2024/06/the-problem-is-me-continued-psychedelic-furs.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2024/06/the-problem-is-me-continued-psychedelic-furs.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2024/06/the-problem-is-me-continued-psychedelic-furs.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2024/06/the-problem-is-me-continued-psychedelic-furs.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2024/06/the-problem-is-me-continued-psychedelic-furs.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2019/06/george-sand-and-alfred-de-musset.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2019/06/george-sand-and-alfred-de-musset.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2019/06/george-sand-and-alfred-de-musset.html
Nadina Mackie Jackson
Highlight

Nadina Mackie Jackson
Highlight



George
Sand by
Alfred
de
Musset,

1833. Image:
Wikimedia
Commons The
decade of the
1830s saw George
Sand transformed
from an anonymous
...

Sahib
Bibi aur
Ghulam
I won't
be able

do justice to Sahib
Bibi aur Ghulam
(Master, Mistress,
and Servant, 1962)-
-for one thing, I
don't have the time
to ...

The first
Black
prima
donna:
Vittoria

Tesi
Vittoria Tesi,
probably at the
Teatro San Giovanni
Grisostomo in
Venice during the
Carnival season of
1735-36; caricature
by Anton Maria
Za...

Why is
Vittoria
Tesi not
better
known?

Vittoria Tesi,
probably at the
Teatro San Giovanni
Grisostomo in

6/9/25, 8:55 PM Exotic and irrational entertainment: Ian Bostridge with Les Violons du Roy

https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/ian-bostridge-with-les-violons-du-roy.html 4/12

https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2019/06/george-sand-and-alfred-de-musset.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2019/06/george-sand-and-alfred-de-musset.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2009/07/sahib-bibi-aur-ghulam.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2009/07/sahib-bibi-aur-ghulam.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2022/04/first-black-prima-donna-vittoria-tesi.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2022/04/first-black-prima-donna-vittoria-tesi.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2022/05/why-is-vittoria-tesi-not-better-known.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2022/05/why-is-vittoria-tesi-not-better-known.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2009/07/sahib-bibi-aur-ghulam.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2009/07/sahib-bibi-aur-ghulam.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2009/07/sahib-bibi-aur-ghulam.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2022/04/first-black-prima-donna-vittoria-tesi.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2022/04/first-black-prima-donna-vittoria-tesi.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2022/04/first-black-prima-donna-vittoria-tesi.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2022/04/first-black-prima-donna-vittoria-tesi.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2022/04/first-black-prima-donna-vittoria-tesi.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2022/04/first-black-prima-donna-vittoria-tesi.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2022/05/why-is-vittoria-tesi-not-better-known.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2022/05/why-is-vittoria-tesi-not-better-known.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2022/05/why-is-vittoria-tesi-not-better-known.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2022/05/why-is-vittoria-tesi-not-better-known.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2022/05/why-is-vittoria-tesi-not-better-known.html


Venice during the
Carnival season of
1735-36; caricature
by Anton Maria
Za...

Chori
Chori
Chupke
Chupke
Chori

Chori Chupke
Chupke ("Quietly,
Secretly") (2001),
like Kya Kehna
(1997/2000) (a
previous Preity
Zinta film that also
cente...

Shipwre
ck,
mutiny
and
murder:

The Wager
Cover of David
Grann's The Wager
(Doubleday, 2023),
featuring "Ships in
distress in a storm"
(detail) by Peter
Monamy (c. 17...

Blog archive
►  2025 ( 9 )
►  2024 ( 34 )
►  2023 ( 24 )
►  2022 ( 24 )
►  2021 ( 30 )
►  2020 ( 24 )
►  2019 ( 34 )
►  2018 ( 32 )
►  2017 ( 35 )
►  2016 ( 46 )
►  2015 ( 36 )
►  2014 ( 34 )

6/9/25, 8:55 PM Exotic and irrational entertainment: Ian Bostridge with Les Violons du Roy

https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/ian-bostridge-with-les-violons-du-roy.html 5/12

https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2008/01/chori-chori-chupke-chupke.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2008/01/chori-chori-chupke-chupke.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2023/08/shipwreck-mutiny-and-murder-wager.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2023/08/shipwreck-mutiny-and-murder-wager.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2008/01/chori-chori-chupke-chupke.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2008/01/chori-chori-chupke-chupke.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2008/01/chori-chori-chupke-chupke.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2008/01/chori-chori-chupke-chupke.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2023/08/shipwreck-mutiny-and-murder-wager.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2023/08/shipwreck-mutiny-and-murder-wager.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2023/08/shipwreck-mutiny-and-murder-wager.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2023/08/shipwreck-mutiny-and-murder-wager.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2023/08/shipwreck-mutiny-and-murder-wager.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2023/08/shipwreck-mutiny-and-murder-wager.html
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2025/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2024/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2023/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2022/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2021/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2020/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2019/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2018/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2017/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2016/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2015/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2014/


►  2013 ( 43 )
►  2012 ( 32 )
▼  2011 ( 36 )

►  December ( 5 )
►  November ( 4 )
►  October ( 2 )
►  September ( 4

)
►  August ( 4 )
►  July ( 4 )
►  June ( 2 )
▼  May ( 5 )

Men against
women: 7
Khoon Maaf,
No One Killed
Jes...

Vikram
Chandra's
Sacred Games

Lark Rise to
Candleford

Ian Bostridge
with Les
Violons du
Roy

The Borrowers:
Road, Movie
and Action
Replayy

►  April ( 3 )
►  March ( 2 )
►  January ( 1 )

►  2010 ( 32 )
►  2009 ( 45 )
►  2008 ( 25 )
►  2007 ( 16 )

Labels

art ( 6 )
Bollywood and
beyond ( 139 )
Bollywood and
beyond - Amrita
Rao ( 6 )
Bollywood and
beyond - Deepika

6/9/25, 8:55 PM Exotic and irrational entertainment: Ian Bostridge with Les Violons du Roy

https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/ian-bostridge-with-les-violons-du-roy.html 6/12

javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2013/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2012/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/12/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/11/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/10/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/09/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/08/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/07/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/06/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/men-against-women-7-khoon-maaf-no-one.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/men-against-women-7-khoon-maaf-no-one.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/men-against-women-7-khoon-maaf-no-one.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/men-against-women-7-khoon-maaf-no-one.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/men-against-women-7-khoon-maaf-no-one.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/vikram-chandras-sacred-games.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/vikram-chandras-sacred-games.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/vikram-chandras-sacred-games.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/lark-rise-to-candleford.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/lark-rise-to-candleford.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/ian-bostridge-with-les-violons-du-roy.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/ian-bostridge-with-les-violons-du-roy.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/ian-bostridge-with-les-violons-du-roy.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/ian-bostridge-with-les-violons-du-roy.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/borrowers-road-movie-and-action-replayy.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/borrowers-road-movie-and-action-replayy.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/borrowers-road-movie-and-action-replayy.html
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/borrowers-road-movie-and-action-replayy.html
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/04/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/03/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/01/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2010/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2009/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2008/
javascript:void(0)
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2007/
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/art
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Bollywood%20and%20beyond
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Bollywood%20and%20beyond
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Bollywood%20and%20beyond%20-%20Amrita%20Rao
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Bollywood%20and%20beyond%20-%20Amrita%20Rao
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Bollywood%20and%20beyond%20-%20Amrita%20Rao
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Bollywood%20and%20beyond%20-%20Deepika%20Padukone
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Bollywood%20and%20beyond%20-%20Deepika%20Padukone


Padukone ( 17 )
Bollywood and
beyond - Hrishikesh
Mukherjee ( 3 )
Bollywood and
beyond - Preity
Zinta ( 11 )
Bollywood and
beyond - Satyajit
Ray ( 10 )
Bollywood and
beyond - Shah Rukh
Khan ( 21 )
Bollywood and
beyond - Shyam
Benegal ( 3 )
books ( 265 )
books - Ada
Leverson ( 6 )
books - Alison
Bechdel ( 4 )
books - Angela
Carter ( 6 )
books - Anne Lister
( 6 )
books - Anthony
Trollope ( 12 )
books - before Jane
Austen ( 25 )
books - Eleanor
Marx and Madame
Bovary ( 3 )
books - Elizabeth
Barrett and Robert
Browning ( 6 )
books - George
Eliot ( 9 )
books - George
Sand ( 6 )
books - Gustave
Flaubert ( 3 )
books - Haruki
Murakami ( 10 )
books - Jane Austen
( 38 )
books - Lady Mary
Wortley Montagu ( 7
)
books - lists ( 6 )
books - Machado de
Assis ( 8 )

6/9/25, 8:55 PM Exotic and irrational entertainment: Ian Bostridge with Les Violons du Roy

https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/ian-bostridge-with-les-violons-du-roy.html 7/12

https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Bollywood%20and%20beyond%20-%20Deepika%20Padukone
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Bollywood%20and%20beyond%20-%20Hrishikesh%20Mukherjee
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Bollywood%20and%20beyond%20-%20Hrishikesh%20Mukherjee
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Bollywood%20and%20beyond%20-%20Hrishikesh%20Mukherjee
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Bollywood%20and%20beyond%20-%20Preity%20Zinta
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Bollywood%20and%20beyond%20-%20Preity%20Zinta
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Bollywood%20and%20beyond%20-%20Preity%20Zinta
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Bollywood%20and%20beyond%20-%20Satyajit%20Ray
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Bollywood%20and%20beyond%20-%20Satyajit%20Ray
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Bollywood%20and%20beyond%20-%20Satyajit%20Ray
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Bollywood%20and%20beyond%20-%20Shah%20Rukh%20Khan
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Bollywood%20and%20beyond%20-%20Shah%20Rukh%20Khan
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Bollywood%20and%20beyond%20-%20Shah%20Rukh%20Khan
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Bollywood%20and%20beyond%20-%20Shyam%20Benegal
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Bollywood%20and%20beyond%20-%20Shyam%20Benegal
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Bollywood%20and%20beyond%20-%20Shyam%20Benegal
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Ada%20Leverson
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Ada%20Leverson
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Alison%20Bechdel
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Alison%20Bechdel
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Angela%20Carter
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Angela%20Carter
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Anne%20Lister
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Anthony%20Trollope
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Anthony%20Trollope
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20before%20Jane%20Austen
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20before%20Jane%20Austen
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Eleanor%20Marx%20and%20Madame%20Bovary
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Eleanor%20Marx%20and%20Madame%20Bovary
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Eleanor%20Marx%20and%20Madame%20Bovary
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Elizabeth%20Barrett%20and%20Robert%20Browning
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Elizabeth%20Barrett%20and%20Robert%20Browning
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Elizabeth%20Barrett%20and%20Robert%20Browning
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20George%20Eliot
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20George%20Eliot
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20George%20Sand
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20George%20Sand
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Gustave%20Flaubert
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Gustave%20Flaubert
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Haruki%20Murakami
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Haruki%20Murakami
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Jane%20Austen
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Lady%20Mary%20Wortley%20Montagu
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Lady%20Mary%20Wortley%20Montagu
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20lists
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Machado%20de%20Assis
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Machado%20de%20Assis


books - Maria
Edgeworth ( 4 )
books - Samuel
Richardson ( 9 )
books - Six months
with Austen ( 12 )
books - The Bronte
sisters ( 8 )
books - Zadie Smith
( 9 )
dance ( 26 )
dance - Mark Morris
( 8 )
favorites ( 53 )
favorites -
Bollywood and
beyond ( 16 )
favorites - books (
18 )
favorites - dance (
3 )
favorites - movies (
16 )
favorites - music (
26 )
favorites - opera (
26 )
favorites -
television ( 10 )
following a train of
thought ( 6 )
In memoriam ( 17 )
journalism ( 51 )
movies ( 110 )
movies - Barbara
Stanwyck ( 10 )
movies - film noir (
12 )
movies - Fred
Astaire and Ginger
Rogers ( 4 )
movies - Hitchcock
( 7 )
movies - Jean
Arthur ( 4 )
movies - Pre-Code (
7 )
movies - Preston
Sturges ( 8 )
movies - Rene Clair
( 6 )

6/9/25, 8:55 PM Exotic and irrational entertainment: Ian Bostridge with Les Violons du Roy

https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/ian-bostridge-with-les-violons-du-roy.html 8/12

https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Maria%20Edgeworth
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Maria%20Edgeworth
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Samuel%20Richardson
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Samuel%20Richardson
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Six%20months%20with%20Austen
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Six%20months%20with%20Austen
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20The%20Bronte%20sisters
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20The%20Bronte%20sisters
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/books%20-%20Zadie%20Smith
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/dance
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/dance%20-%20Mark%20Morris
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/favorites
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/favorites%20-%20Bollywood%20and%20beyond
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/favorites%20-%20Bollywood%20and%20beyond
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/favorites%20-%20Bollywood%20and%20beyond
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/favorites%20-%20books
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/favorites%20-%20dance
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/favorites%20-%20movies
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/favorites%20-%20music
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/favorites%20-%20opera
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/favorites%20-%20television
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/favorites%20-%20television
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/following%20a%20train%20of%20thought
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/following%20a%20train%20of%20thought
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/In%20memoriam
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/journalism
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/movies
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/movies%20-%20Barbara%20Stanwyck
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/movies%20-%20Barbara%20Stanwyck
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/movies%20-%20film%20noir
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/movies%20-%20Fred%20Astaire%20and%20Ginger%20Rogers
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/movies%20-%20Fred%20Astaire%20and%20Ginger%20Rogers
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/movies%20-%20Fred%20Astaire%20and%20Ginger%20Rogers
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/movies%20-%20Hitchcock
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/movies%20-%20Jean%20Arthur
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/movies%20-%20Jean%20Arthur
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/movies%20-%20Pre-Code
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/movies%20-%20Preston%20Sturges
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/movies%20-%20Preston%20Sturges
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/movies%20-%20Rene%20Clair


music ( 123 )
music - Beethoven
string quartets ( 7 )
music - Berkeley
Early Music Festival
( 7 )
music - Boston
Early Music Festival
( 13 )
music - lieder ( 13 )
music - punk rock (
23 )
opera ( 143 )
opera - Ars Minerva
( 13 )
opera -
Glyndebourne ( 12 )
opera - Handel ( 41
)
opera - Lorraine
Hunt ( 5 )
opera - Mozart ( 25
)
opera - Mozart -
Cosi fan tutte ( 4 )
opera - Mozart -
Marriage of Figaro (
9 )
opera - Purcell -
Dido and Aeneas ( 9
)
opera - Salieri ( 5 )
opera - Strauss -
Der Rosenkavalier (
5 )
opera - Vittoria Tesi
( 7 )
opera guide ( 6 )
personal ( 15 )
Six Victorian
marriages ( 6 )
Suggested reading (
17 )
television ( 30 )
theater ( 7 )
web issues ( 17 )

Works
discussed on E
& I

6/9/25, 8:55 PM Exotic and irrational entertainment: Ian Bostridge with Les Violons du Roy

https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/ian-bostridge-with-les-violons-du-roy.html 9/12

https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/music
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/music%20-%20Beethoven%20string%20quartets
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/music%20-%20Beethoven%20string%20quartets
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/music%20-%20Berkeley%20Early%20Music%20Festival
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/music%20-%20Berkeley%20Early%20Music%20Festival
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/music%20-%20Boston%20Early%20Music%20Festival
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/music%20-%20Boston%20Early%20Music%20Festival
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/music%20-%20lieder
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/music%20-%20punk%20rock
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/opera
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/opera%20-%20Ars%20Minerva
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/opera%20-%20Glyndebourne
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/opera%20-%20Glyndebourne
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/opera%20-%20Handel
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/opera%20-%20Lorraine%20Hunt
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/opera%20-%20Lorraine%20Hunt
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/opera%20-%20Mozart
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/opera%20-%20Mozart%20-%20Cosi%20fan%20tutte
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/opera%20-%20Mozart%20-%20Cosi%20fan%20tutte
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/opera%20-%20Mozart%20-%20Marriage%20of%20Figaro
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/opera%20-%20Mozart%20-%20Marriage%20of%20Figaro
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/opera%20-%20Purcell%20-%20Dido%20and%20Aeneas
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/opera%20-%20Purcell%20-%20Dido%20and%20Aeneas
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/opera%20-%20Salieri
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/opera%20-%20Strauss%20-%20Der%20Rosenkavalier
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/opera%20-%20Strauss%20-%20Der%20Rosenkavalier
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/opera%20-%20Vittoria%20Tesi
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/opera%20guide
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/personal
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Six%20Victorian%20marriages
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Six%20Victorian%20marriages
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/Suggested%20reading
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/television
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/theater
https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/search/label/web%20issues


Alex Ross: The
Rest Is Noise
Thomas Mann at
150 - The arch-
magus of
ambivalence is
being celebrated
all over Germany
today, most
spectacularly in
his home town of
Lübeck, where
the Lübeck
Philharmonic
will...
3 days ago

Conversations
Over Chai
Aruite Mo Aruite
Mo (2008) - *Still
Walking* Directed
by: Hirokazu
Kore-Eda
Starring: Hiroshi
Abe, Kirin Kiki,
Yoshio Harada,
Yui Natsukawa,
Shohei Tanaka,
You The gentle,
lyrical f...
2 years ago

Dustedoff
Kaala Paani
(1958) - Today is
the 100th birth
anniversary of
one of my
favourite Hindi
film directors,

Books
Films - Indian
Films - non-Indian
Opera
Television

E & I blog
favorites

6/9/25, 8:55 PM Exotic and irrational entertainment: Ian Bostridge with Les Violons du Roy

https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/ian-bostridge-with-les-violons-du-roy.html 10/12

https://www.therestisnoise.com/
https://www.therestisnoise.com/
https://www.therestisnoise.com/2025/06/thomas-mann-at-150.html
https://www.therestisnoise.com/2025/06/thomas-mann-at-150.html
https://anuradhawarrier.blogspot.com/
https://anuradhawarrier.blogspot.com/
https://anuradhawarrier.blogspot.com/2022/12/aruite-mo-aruite-mo-2008.html
https://anuradhawarrier.blogspot.com/2022/12/aruite-mo-aruite-mo-2008.html
https://madhulikaliddle.com/
https://madhulikaliddle.com/2025/05/31/kaala-paani-1958/
https://madhulikaliddle.com/2025/05/31/kaala-paani-1958/
http://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/p/book-index.html
http://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/p/bollywood-film-index.html
http://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/p/american-european-and-other-non-indian.html
http://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/p/opera-index.html
http://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/p/a-list-of-american-british-european-and.html


the suspense-
specialist Raj
Khosla (I hasten
to add: I am well
aware that...
1 week ago

Electronic
Frontier
Foundation
NYC lets AI
gamble with
Child Welfare -
The Markup
revealed in its
reporting last
month that New
York City’s
Administration
for Children’s
Services (ACS)
has been quietly
deploying an
algorithm...
3 hours ago

Ionarts
Critic’s Notebook:
A Dreamboot
Rheingold in
Vienna - Also
published in Die
Presse:
„Rheingold“ an
der Wiener
Staatsoper: Ein
Sternstundenabe
nd R.Wagner, Das
Rheingold
H.v.Karjana /
Berlin Phil DG
R.Wagner, Da...
2 hours ago

Show All

Other favorite
sites

6/9/25, 8:55 PM Exotic and irrational entertainment: Ian Bostridge with Les Violons du Roy

https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/ian-bostridge-with-les-violons-du-roy.html 11/12

https://www.eff.org/rss/updates.xml
https://www.eff.org/rss/updates.xml
https://www.eff.org/rss/updates.xml
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2025/06/nyc-lets-ai-gamble-child-welfare
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2025/06/nyc-lets-ai-gamble-child-welfare
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2025/06/nyc-lets-ai-gamble-child-welfare
http://ionarts.blogspot.com/
http://ionarts.blogspot.com/2025/06/critics-notebook-dreamboot-rheingold-in.html
http://ionarts.blogspot.com/2025/06/critics-notebook-dreamboot-rheingold-in.html
http://ionarts.blogspot.com/2025/06/critics-notebook-dreamboot-rheingold-in.html
http://ionarts.blogspot.com/2025/06/critics-notebook-dreamboot-rheingold-in.html
javascript:void(0)


American Bach
Soloists
Ars Minerva
Boston Classical
Review
Chicago Classical
Review
Chicago Opera
Theater
Guardian UK |
Classical music &
opera
Lieder Alive!
London Review of
Books
New York Review of
Books
Notes on Indian
popular cinema
Open Magazine
Opera News
Opera Theater
Unlimited
Opera Today
Paris Review
Pocket Opera
San Francisco
Classical Voice
Tehelka
The Fantomas
Website
The Nation
The New Yorker
Washington
Classical Review
West Edge Opera

 

6/9/25, 8:55 PM Exotic and irrational entertainment: Ian Bostridge with Les Violons du Roy

https://exoticandirrational.blogspot.com/2011/05/ian-bostridge-with-les-violons-du-roy.html 12/12

http://americanbach.org/
http://americanbach.org/
http://www.arsminerva.org/
http://bostonclassicalreview.com/
http://bostonclassicalreview.com/
http://chicagoclassicalreview.com/
http://chicagoclassicalreview.com/
http://www.chicagooperatheater.org/
http://www.chicagooperatheater.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/music/classicalmusicandopera
https://www.theguardian.com/music/classicalmusicandopera
https://www.theguardian.com/music/classicalmusicandopera
http://liederalive.org/
http://www.lrb.co.uk/
http://www.lrb.co.uk/
http://www.nybooks.com/
http://www.nybooks.com/
https://indiancinema.sites.uiowa.edu/
https://indiancinema.sites.uiowa.edu/
http://openthemagazine.com/
http://www.operanews.com/
http://www.operatheaterunlimited.com/
http://www.operatheaterunlimited.com/
http://www.operatoday.com/
http://www.theparisreview.org/
http://www.pocketopera.org/
http://sfcv.org/
http://sfcv.org/
http://www.tehelka.com/
http://www.fantomas-lives.com/
http://www.fantomas-lives.com/
http://www.thenation.com/
http://www.newyorker.com/
http://washingtonclassicalreview.com/
http://washingtonclassicalreview.com/
http://www.westedgeopera.org/

