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Odd Bird: Twelve Fantasias by Georg Philipp Telemann: 
Nadina Mackie Jackson, solo bassoon ( To purchase 

recordings contact the Caliban Web-site at: www.caliban.ca) 

Nadina Mackie Jackson is one of Canada's 
finest bassoonists. She is a graduate of the Curtis 
Institute of Music and has played in the Montreal 
Symphony, the National Arts Centre Orchestra, and 
the Toronto Symphony. Presently she is a founding 
member of the Caliban Bassoon Quartet and pro­
fessor at the University of Toronto and the Royal 
Conservatory of Music. In this CD she gives 
us a sparkling performance of Telemann's Twelve 

Fantasias (1732-33) which were originally for solo 
flute. In the excellent program notes, Nadina describes 
the work very eloquently: 

Music for unaccompanied solo instruments was 
comparatively rare in the Baroque period, yet the 
fantasia is a particularly serendipitous form for a 
virtuoso such as Telemann, giving the impression 
that the performer is improvising in many styles 
without strict boundaries. The very first of the flute 
fantasias lasts less than two minutes and has 12 
written indicatiors for tempo changes, ranging from 
fleet opening arpeggios that seem to test both the 
acoustic and the performer, to sonorous adagios and 
even a quasi-fugue. The fantasias go on to a world 
tour of contemporary styles, such as Italian sonata 
forms, a French overture, and rustic Polonaises ... 
More than one commentator, from Telemann's time 
to our own, has praised these works for both the wide 
musical diversity and the sympathetic naturalness of 
the writing for the flute. The modern bassoon has an 
extremely nimble and clear high register, making it 
possible to play these pieces in the original keys. 

This "nimble and clear high register" is particu­
larly true when it comes to Nadina·s playing. I confess 
I have become a fan of her exquisite bassooning after 
hearing her superb work with the Caliban Bassoon 
Quartet recordino<.; Rnrh frnm 'I ti>f'hni,,,.,, ·,,ntl .,,,.,.; 

cal point of view adina is an incredibly talented 
musician. These works often cal I for rapid changes of 
resrister which she negotiates with remarkable ea. e. 
She also has a great variety of expression in her 
playing. She uses her vibrato expertly to enhance 
her expression-at times even playing "sans vibrato··. 
Overall, she does a masterful job with these comple:\. 
intricate works. I can't imagine them being played 
any better. 

The recording technique is beautifully done as 
well on this CD. The hall (Port Nelson United 
Church. Burlington) has a lovely, natural resonance
and reverberation. Along with the Ranti recording 
reviewed above. I give this beautifully crafted CD 
very high mark .. It is another "must-have .. !
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