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RETURN VISIT TO WINDFEST — CANADA

This time last year I wrote a short piece describing my visit to Windfest in Canada. It is a very enjoyable Course for wind
ensembles and runs for three weeks May/June. The Course is organised by Nina Brickman, an outstanding Horn player. She
works tirelessly to balance the ensembles and she chooses very interesting and challenging repertoire. We also have an
excellent pianist throughout the course enabling us to include the great works for wind instruments and piano. The various
ensembles (duos, trios etc up to decets) prepare a different programme each week and perform these works at two public
concerts at the end of each week. The standard of playing is very good the groups being made up mainly of music students,
so there is ample opportunity for reading sessions and the chance to discover new repertoire. In addition to all the chamber
music, each participant receives an individual lesson each week.

I was delighted to be invited back again this year to renew friendship with those I met last year and to meet many new
enthusiastic instrumentalists.

Each year is quite different with a very varied programme and for this year it was decided to commission a new octet (obs,
clts, fgs & horns) and to invite the composer, Rick Sowash from Cincinnati, Ohio, to visit us to introduce and talk about his
new piece “Audubon”.

“Audubon” is in one continuous movement, with contrasting sections highlighting the blending of the individual pairs of
instruments — there are some lovely sonorities and a spirited extended fugue — it will add welcome variety to the existing
octet repertoire. Attractive new music for winds is always very welcome and Rick Sowash has several other pieces which
should prove enjoyable to play — a duet for cl and fg, two trios for ob, cl, fg, a woodwind quartet and a wind quintet — he
writes very well for the wind instruments and information about all these can be found at http://www.sowash.com
www.sowash.com.

Another innovation was a Bassoon Day. This was an open Bassoon Day — not just restricted to Windfest members.
Bassoonists came from far and wide and were treated to a full day of workshops and playing sessions. The day began with a
fascinating session on reed making — this was given by Nadina Mackie Jackson, a real enthusiast and a superb bassoonist

This was followed by a bassoon ensemble playing session — just Windfest participants. I then gave a talk about the Camden
‘wind playing’ family. This was ‘padded out’ with many anecdotes from Archie’s musical life as well as both Anthony’s and
my own and this prompted many interesting questions about musical life in the U.K.

After lunch Nadina and Bill Douglas (composer, pianist, teacher and bassoonist) delighted us with a bassoon and piano jazz
performance and Bill then directed a session concentrating on very complex rhythmic patterns — we were exhausted after
clapping these extended rhythmic exercises for half an hour —great fun and very entertaining.

Bill Douglas is featured a great deal on the Caliban Bassoon quartet CD’s — his compositions are bright, rhythmic and
sparkling — he also joins in on piano.

I think Nadina must be unique as a bassoonist in that she is equally at home in Baroque, classical and jazz — she display’s a
phenomenal technique, a lovely sound and the playing is so expressive. Do have a listen - details of her CD’s are on her
website.Nadina and her husband Fraser are founder members of the brilliant Caliban Bassoon Quartet whose CD’s are just
amazing — I use these CD’s to demonstrate the art of ensemble playing, the balance, intonation, ensemble, dynamics and
phrasing are just stunning. If you have not heard them you are missing something —“Bassoonatics and Feast” are available
in the U.K.

The Bassoon scene in Toronto is very exciting. In addition to the Caliban quartet the principal bassoonist of the Toronto
Symphony, Michael Sweeney, has recorded a wonderful Mozart Concerto along with two other fascinating pieces. Another

group, Musica Franca, multi bassoons with harpsichord, organ and guitar, covers a wide range of the baroque repertoire.

We really should try to bring the Caliban Quartet to the U.K. for a tour — please let me know if you have any ideas as to
how we could fund this.

In the meantime I look forward and hope to be invited back to Canada again next year.

KERRY CAMDEN
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