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A delightful show by a cast that clicks 

Tamara Bernstein 
National Post 

HANDEL'S ARIODANTE 

c
--

Opera in Concert, The Jane Mallett Theatre, Toronto 

TORONTO - The short version of this review is that 

the Opera in Concert's production of Handel's 

Ariodante was one of the most blissful opera 

performances I've ever attended. 

To be sure, the predominantly Canadian cast, headed 
by the splendid expatriate mezzo-soprano Kimberly 

Barber and conducted by Gary Thor Wedow, had 
looked promising. But within minutes it was clear 
that this was one of those rare occasions where the 

casting is perfect; something clicks between the 

performers, and magic happens. 

Like many Handel operas, Ariodante was neglected 

until relatively recently -- Saturday's performance 

was in fact its Toronto premiere. Written in 1734, it 

tells the story of the noble prince Ariodante (Barber) 
and the Princess Ginevra (soprano Frederique 

Vezina), who are in love and betrothed to one 

another. But the Duke Polinesso (mezzo-soprano 
Allyson McHardy) -- "a proud, ambitious Man, and of 

a wicked Nature," as the libretto describes him, -­

tricks Ariodante into believing that Ginevra has been 

sleeping with him. Truth and love eventually prevail, 

but not before Handel has put the characters through 

the full gamut of emotions, in one of his finest 
creations. Barber was luminous as Ariodante -- her 
voice exhilaratingly free; her face transparently 
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KIMBERLY BARBER: a 
moving performance. 

Lisa Kohler 

ALLYSON MCHARDY: a 
rich mezzo-soprano. 
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