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Trumpet and bassoon seems an unlikely pairing of candidates from which to fashion a concerto, 
but the talented Canadian tongues of Guy Few and Nadina Jackson make a compelling argument 
in its favour. The repertoire for such a duo is practically nil but for a three movement Double 
Concerto composed by Paul Hindemith in 1949. While perhaps not top-draw quality from the 
redoubtable Meister, his inventiveness still towers over the atavistic and resolutely diatonic 
pastiche commissioned from the Montreal composer and bassoonist Matthieu Lussier. 

Solo turns from the duo include Vincent Persichetti's The Hollow Men (originally conceived as a 
vocal work but transcribed for trumpet after rights to T.S. Eliot's text were denied) and Lussier's 
Bassango. Best of all are Fraser Jackson's duo arrangements of two Shostakovich excerpts from 
his Jazz Suites. Kevin Mallon conducts the workaday Toronto Chamber Orchestra in this well­
produced recording. 

Daniel Foley 

Tower, Joan - Made in America 
Nashville Symphony; Leonard Slatkin 
Naxos 8.559328 

!!!!!! II[ -.(1, '-

American composer Joan Tower (b.1938) is an artist in her prime and her orchestral music given 
definitive performances on this album proves it. 

The title work Made in America (2005) is a brilliantly scored and conceived fantasy (even if firmly 
framed in mid 20th century musical styles), on the USA's unofficial anthem, America the Beautiful. 
Designed to be played by community and professional orchestras alike, Made in America is never 
dumbed-down fare but teems with sweeping drama, great momentum and energy, evoking at 
times stylistic traits of composers now long gone. Beethoven, Copeland, Ives, perhaps Dvorak and 
even Stravinsky appear to these ears (all resident on these shores, accept for the first of course). If 
Made in America is a composition with nationalist purpose and post 9/11 brio, and there's clear 
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