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DISCS OF THE MONTH

Notes from Abroad - Worldly
Music for bassoon and piano
Nadina Mackie Jackson;
David Swan

Independent

I can honestly say I've been wait-
ing years for this recording. I saw
Toronto-based Nadina Mackie
Jackson and David Swan play a
recital at Heliconian Hall several

years ago and heard them perform
two of the selections on this CD,
the Concertino by Marcel Bitsch
and the Sonatine by Alexandre Tans-
man. I was awed by the gorgeous
sound Nadina produces on bassoon.
I knew at that point I'd have to seek
out a recording when it became
available.

In addition to the works by
Tansman and Bitsch, “Worldly
Music” includes three new works
by aleks schiirmer, and two by
Mathieu Lussier. The other major
work is the Sonata in E flat Ma-
jor, Opus 9, by Gustave Schreck.
It’s hard to single any particular
piece out as a favourite on this
disc, though the Bitsch Concerti-
no does seem to have a strange
fascination for me.

I have to consider this my favour-
ite bassoon recording of all time.
|And yes, I do have quite a few to
sample from! It’s also one of the
finest independently produced CDs
I've ever seen. The performance,
recording quality, packaging and
notes are absolutely excellent. The
best way to get a copy of this CD is
to check out Nadina’s website:
www.nadina.ca and follow the
links to purchase it online.

Merlin Williams
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